Merle (Perkins) Richmond

After graduation | attended Eastern Michigan University for 4 years. | graduated in
June 1961 with Biology and Education majors and Chemistry and Math minors. | was
encouraged to attend graduate school by a couple professors in Eastern’s Biology
Department. | applied and was accepted to U of M and UCLA. Needless to say | chose
California on advice again from a professor. | intended to go into Marine Biology, but
upon getting settled at UCLA realized they weren’t going to let a woman into that field,
so | chose Vertebrate Zoology. | received my Master’s Degree in January 1963. |
decided that | was tired of being poor and would not pursue a PhD. | began teaching
High School Biology at Westchester High School in the L.A. City Schools in February
1963.

I had met Frank at Eastern Michigan, but we never dated. He was stationed at The
Presidio of Monterey, in Monterey, California at the Army’s Language School when we
got reacquainted. We were married in July 1963 after his first tour of duty in Vietnam.
After a couple year tour of duty at Ft. Benning, Ga., where our daughter Paula was born
in 1964, Frank was assigned to Army Headquarters, at Camp Zama, Japan about 30
miles from Tokyo. Our son Jim was born there in 1966. Japan was an amazing place to
live. Their culture is so very different that ours. Our tour in Japan ended in late 1967,
when he was assigned to a second tour in Vietnam. That’s how we ended up back in
Michigan. | moved back to be close to the family support system. | reentered the
teaching field by accepting a job in December, 1967 at Highland Park Community
College. This would occupy me adequately along with two young children and make
the year Frank spent in Vietnam go by very quickly. We got to spend a week with him
in Hawaii midway through his tour.

In January of 1969 after his second tour in Vietnam, he decided to resign his
commission in the Army and enter civilian life. | already had a job and thus we were
settied in Michigan. | moved from Highland Park Community College to Schoolcraft
College in the fall of 1970 and taught Biology there for 18 years. In 1975 1 started
studying accounting and by May of 1982, | passed the CPA Exam and worked hard over
the next four years to get my experience. | was licensed in 1986 as a CPA. After that |
taught accounting and some biology. After trying Stock Broker and Investment Advisor,
Frank opened his own company in Basement/Below Grade Waterproofing in the mid
70’s. | taught at Schoolcraft College until December 1998 and retired with 36 years of
teaching. | enjoyed teaching and have many fond memories and still hear from a few of
my students.

We have two children. Our daughter Paula is also a CPA, went to law school, but
stopped just short of finishing and is now in Internet Marketing. She has two daughters
Ashley 19 and Kimberley 13. Paula is divorced. Our son Jim is a Computer Game
Programmer, married to Heather with two little boys, Benny 3 and Bobby 15 months.
They are currently moving from Las Vegas to Austin, Texas. I'm looking forward to
visiting them when the Texas Blue Bonnets are in bloom in the spring. Frank and I both
agree that parenting was the hardest job we ever had to do, and it never ends.



