Elaine Tritch Root

I have found many wonderful things to do in life. Gardening, cooking, golfing, kayaking,
playing pickle ball, decorating, traveling, and volunteering are things that keep life
interesting for me. Most of all, I enjoy the world of art. IfI have a canvas, a brush, a
palette knife, and oil paints, I am a very happy person. I have enjoyed showing and
selling my work in many of our local galleries.

For several years after graduation, I worked for an underground contractor in Southfield.
The job description covered everything: accounting, payroll, correspondence; what ever
came up, I did it. Then, I married and soon the family followed. From that point on, there
were plenty of challenges with 3 children and aging parents. As time past, I was able to
return to work part time. For thirteen years, I enjoyed working as a medical assistant for a
surgeon in Clarkston, an endocrinologist in the Chicago area, and a Medical Pool in West
Bloomfield. Many times I thought about teaching and decided to become a Montessori
teacher. I found working with children very rewarding. I taught for 5 years and moved on
to the Child Development Center at Compuware for another 3 years before I retired. 1
have fond memories of encouraging children between the ages of 5 and 11 to enjoy all
media of art. I hope they remember me for teaching them to be free to make mistakes, be
creative, and have fun. What they came up with always amazed and delighted me.

One of the highlights of my life was living in Europe for 4 months back in 1989. I love to
travel and found Germany, Switzerland, [taly and France places that I will always
remember. My home base was in Italy and I traveled with a group of six to a different
city every day by train. I found everything exciting about being there... market places,
architecture, churches, countryside, train travel, unusual cities, interesting people,
wonderfully prepared food and warm hospitality. I truly loved Rome, Venice, and
Florence for the beautiful art they display everywhere for the world to see and
experience. In 1989, I toured Ireland for 8 days. You don’t know green countryside and
double rainbows until you visit this beautiful country. I can still hear the laughter of their
people and their wonderful music. Now, I look forward to seeing many of our United
States that I have not visited.

I am a published author of a book entitled “Toivo, A Man With Sisu”. The book is an
autobiography about my father, an immigrant from Finland.” Sisu” is a Finnish word
meaning overcoming adversity no matter how difficult life gets. The mines, sickness, the
depression, the deaths of so many of his family, were just a part of his sad life. His
constant search for a better life came when he met my mother, Ellen. He was one of the
finest men that walked the face of the earth. I was able to present the first copy of his
compelling story to him before he died in 2001. What a touching experience to personally
read his story to them. A lot of tears were shed. I was honored to join other local authors
to do a book signing at Barnes and Noble. I am very proud of this accomplishment. It was
a labor of love to thank a man for helping my mother raise my sister and myself.



